
  

STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS 

Unit Title: Short Story Writing 
  
Established Goals: 
Students will get their first taste of writing a short story under a severe time crunch, and writing for an audience. The 
end result should be a better knowledge of how to properly write a short story, with the necessary details, so that  they 
will be better prepared for their PAT’s.  
  

Understandings: Students will understand that… 
● 1.2   Clarify and Extend 

○ use talk, notes, personal writing and 
representing, together with texts and the 
ideas of others, to clarify and shape 
understanding 

● 2.2   Respond to Texts 
○ experiment with sentence patterns, imagery 

and exaggeration to create mood and 
mental images 

○ discuss how detail is used to enhance 
character, setting, action and mood in oral, 
print and other media texts 

● 2.4   Create Original Text 
○ choose life themes encountered in reading, 

listening and viewing activities, and in own 
experiences, for creating oral, print and 
other media texts 

Essential Questions: 
●  How do I structure a short story? 
● Who is my audience for a story? 
● How do I create a detailed setting? 
● How do I create interesting characters? 
● How do I pace my story? 
● How do I weave interesting details throughout my 

story 



○ use literary devices, such as imagery and 
figurative language, to create particular 
effects 

● 4.1   Enhance and Improve 
○ work collaboratively to revise and enhance 

oral, print and other media textsx 
○ ask for and evaluate the usefulness of 

feedback and assistance from peers 
○ revise to provide focus, expand relevant 

ideas and eliminate unnecessary 
information 

○ edit for appropriate verb tense and for 
correct pronoun references 

○ use paragraph structures in expository and 
narrative texts 

Students will know: 
● What comprises a detailed setting 
● What an interesting character looks like on the 

page 
● The short story structure 
● Key terms such as exposition, climax, resolution 

and denouement.  
● How to plan a short story 

Students will be able to: 
● To work off picture and text prompts  
● Quickly plan a short story by themselves and with 

their peers 
● Craft settings with some detail and characters who 

have attributes 
● Write a short story in under ninety minutes 
● Peer edit and review each other’s work for 

punctuation and grammar as well as content. 

  

STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE 



Performance Tasks: 
● Initial short story writing 
● Setting work 
● Character work 
● Plot pacing and structure work 
● Planning for an audience 
● Final draft of initial short story 
● New story using their old story as a frame of 

reference 

Other Evidence: 
● Peer editing and reflection 
● Formative assessments and observations 

Key Criteria: 
● Students will craft a short story from a prompt that has a beginning, middle and end and has an interesting main 

character, one detailed setting, and is paced appropriately.  

  

STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN 

Summary of Learning Activities: 
  
  

● Initial short story writing 
○ Students will work out of their own imaginations or from a few prompts used earlier in the week to craft a 

short story of any length or size. Students will submit them to the teacher to read and familiarize oneself 
with their work and where they are at in their writing. 

● Setting work 
○ The teacher will compare two settings to each other, noting where one is stronger and one is weaker. 

Have the students then work through an exercise where they imagine a shared location in their school, 
and have them describe it to you, writing it together. Then have them break out into pairs, comparing each 



other settings and seeing if they can imagine it or not. Instruct them to give good feedback and provide 
little feedback slips to them to provide guiding questions. Students who need extra work will conference 
with the teacher to plan more thoroughly. Each student must have a descriptive paragraph in their books 
or their google docs by the end of the period. 

● Character work 
○ The teacher will talk about what makes a character interesting. Use examples from classic and relatable 

literature. Bring out two examples of different ways students can develop an interesting character. Let 
them pick what they want to work through. After they have filled out the details, have the their partner try 
to explain the kind of person this character is. If they are unable to do it, they must revisit and add more 
details. The teacher will conference with students who need extra work. After, they need some kind of 
evidence of who their character is. 

● Plot pacing and structure work 
○ Talk about the plot structure map. Explain how it is supposed to feel as a reader reading a story. Cite a 

few examples. Have students refer to their plot maps in their books or have them draw new ones and list 
out the events in their plot graph. If they need new plot points to stretch out their story, they need to add 
them in.  

● Planning for an audience/Catch up day 
○ One last mini lecture about planning for an audience. Ask another teacher what they likes in their stories. 

If they have elements they don’t like, they need to rethink their short stories elements and plan ways 
around it. They can ask a friend or a partner what they think the teacher will think of their story, and then 
plan some ways to make their final draft more appropriate. Last chance to conference with students and 
for students to catch up on last work. 

● Final draft of initial short story 
○ Students will draft a final version of their short story, using all their notes from before to craft a better 

version. It must be done by the end of class. 
● New story using their old story as a frame of reference 

○ Students will be given their final drafts back, and then told they are writing a whole new short story in 90 



minutes. They will use their final drafts of the first story to help guide their thinking. They will have time to 
plan and then they need to start and be done by the end of the period. 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 


